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From Ormond.-ftrect, 4¢ Four im the 
Aftornoon, November ry. 


Liowing my flf tother 

Day, three or four Hours 

for Diversion, I went to 

vilit a Friend ; who en- 

tertained me with Variety 

of new Subjects. Ac Jait entering 
upon that old worn-out Story of 
Love, he fhewed how natural it was 
for Men to be drawn into that Snare 
by being often in the Converfation 
of Women. The Gentleman told 
me he had a Glafs which difcovered 
the Cuftoms and Intrigues of both 
Sexes in their Amours. | defired him 
to let me have the ufe of that won- 
derful Inftrument, whereby I may 
fee my {elf among the Virgins,in the 
fame likenefS, as when I made Suit 
cothem in my younger Days. He 


led me into his bee, sf and bid me 
lay my Eye tothe Oval I faw in che 
Clofet-Door, there I beheld 
ous Structure furrounded with all 
the Delights of Nature. I alfo fw 
feveral Trains of Damfcls ; fone of 
them drefs'd in modeft Atrire, and 
others in the loofe Mode of Hariors, 
Gazing abgut me, I efpicd a Maid 
fitting alone in a ftately Banqueting- 
Hook, and an Infcriprioa cngraven 
on a Copper-Plate upon one of the 
Pillars, at the Entrance, with thefe 
Words: Let none but the Youthful and 
the Honourable come in hither. Lob- 
ferved many were going in, but rea- 
ding the Motto, they ftarted back 
and went on their Way.At laft there 
came to the Gates of this fine Seat, 
a King well ftricken in Years, who, 
looking up, perufed the Lines. How. 
ever, feeing the Virgin beauriful,and 
appearing none of the wealchie(t, he 

Rr ven- 


dite 
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wentured to ftepin, and would at 
firit, by his Princely Authority,have 
commanded ber Confent: But find- 
ing himfclf mittaken, he ltrove to 
win her Affcctions by Magnificent 
Gifts. The Damfel bluth’d and ask d 
his Ma fty, whether he had read 
the Infcription as he came in? He 
told her yes, yet he doubted not to 
conguer ; for fince neither Frowns 
nor Prefents could’ attain her, he 
would oblige her with high ‘Tirles. 
"The Favours of a Prince (faid the) 
are tempting Lures in the Eyes o 
the Yourhful ; bur what are they if 
compared to the Innocency of the 
Mind, and the Converfation of a Man 
equal both io Age,Fortune and Tem- 
per. This fmart Reply of the Vir- 
pin difmifs'd the King, and he went 
off afhamed. By this time, I had 
found out another Maid walking in 
a lirtle W ildernefs ; fhe was neither 
Fair nor Genteel ; but methoughtr I 
faw fomething in her that befpoke 
her more than a Woman; for her 
Mien and Carriage were fweee and 
affable, that every Look and Motion 
feemed to reprefent Vertue in the 
Abftract. However, | took Netice 
that none of the whole Crowd of 
Suitors. whom | faw there, had any 
regard to her, only the Wife and the 
Thoughttul, and they were charm’'d 
intoan Admiration of her, Thefe 
came and made their Addrefles in 
Form, and fhe received all courte- 
ovfly, but fingled no more than one 
for her Favourite, and with him fhe 
_ took feveral Turns in the Walks,and 
went outof ight, Lofing this Ob- 
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jet.T caft my Eye up to a Cafimenr, 
which was open there I faw a Dam- 
fel who fare reading a Romance. The 
Gentleman, the Poet, and the Rake, 
enterd her -Apartment, and were all 
admitted as humble Servants. This 
Scene of Vanity foon gave a Check 
to my Meditations,and my Eye was 
tired out, till 1 turned it into the 
Fields and Meadows,where I faw fe- 
veral Nublemen entertaining their 
Courtifins with Plays, Mafquerades, 
and other Pompous Diverriféments ; 
the Vulgar making their Suit by 
feafting the coy Damfels, and rega~ 
ling them with Junkets and Wines. 
A Youth I faw very ingenioufly ce- 
lebrating the Praife of his Lover in 
Verfes and Songs, and painting out 
all her Charms in very natura! Co- 
lours,but I obferved that they quick- 
ly faded and loft their Beaury. A- 
mong the Band of Suitors I efpied an 
Old Man of ThreefCore and Ten 
pailionately making Courtthip toa 
Girl of Nineteen. He had, as I 
thought. a wanton Eye anda gay 
Humour, a Heart full of Concupif- 
cence, and a Body uncapable of A&i- 
on. Throngs of others I faw had 
given themfelves up to this eftemi- 
nate Fancy of Love, Moft of the 
Virgins I difcerned thro’ this Glafs, 
urfued with great Eagernefs thofe 
Aen they admired, but turned it off 
very prettily,and faid, twas only the 
effect of Mirth and good Nature. In 
this fhort Scene, or Profpeét of the 
Band of Lovers, prefented to me, I 
faw a thoufand little Artifices and 
falfe Illufions made ufe of to — 
anc 











and deceive, though in f@ mean and 
trifling Marters as vain Amours. 
There were fCarce any to be ften, 
cither in the Gardens or Parks, but 
what laid claim to Beauty, Wit or 
Wifdom; and all thefe Qualities 
were applyed to wrong Purpofes. In 
parting, | told the Gentleman my 
Friend, that what he had fhewed 
was very natural,.and that it put me 
in Mind, that if Men and Women 
will rake {9 much Pains to be Hypo- 
crites in Trifles, they would turn 
Devils upon occafion to gain a Point 
of Importance. 





Idrew up the following Piece at a 
Gentleman's Houfe in the Hay- 
Market, November 16. 


I Have often in my Travels beyond 
Sea, been in Company with Ita- 
lian and French Aétors, and had 
much Difcourfé with many of them 
about their manner of Life; but ic 
was never my Fortune to have any 
Converfation with thofe of the Eng- 
hif Stage till this Afternoon, whish 
was by meer Accident ; for going to 
vifit anAcquaintance I fell into Com- 
pany of fome Perfons, on¢ of whom 
was an Adtrefs. At my firlt coming 
into the Room [ had no Thoughts 
of meeting with fich a Woman, all 
the Ladies appearing both coy and 
referved, and (as I thought) with an 
Air of Modefty. We fate and talk’d 
for fome rime on ferious Subjects,and 
of a certain Perfon who had married 
an Heirefs, and defigned to carry 
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her to Italy to fee the Cuftoms of 
that Country. In the height of our | 
Difcourfe there came in a young 
Spark and told us, he was going that 
Evening to the Playhoufe to feea 
Lady then prefent act the Part of a 
Man. At this I ftarted, and looked 
upon one and another, to find out 
which fhould be thePerfon he meant. 
I could not for my Life difcover the 
Woman, fill I ask’d; there feemed 
to be fo much Innocency in every 
Face. After 1 knew the Party, I 
took an occafionto tell her, ‘twas 
pity the Stage was fo corrupted ; for 
feveral Comedies in former times 
were fo full of Senfe, that they ought 
to be read to People juft entred into 
the Affairs of Bulinefs, as fo many 
Inftructions to give them atrueT afte: 
of the World; they being excellent 
intheir Characters, Your Jefts (faid 
p are pleafant enough in the new 
lays, but itis fad to-confider that 
they tend not to the propagating 
of good Manners. I own it (faid the 
Aétrefs) but it is that which pleafes 
the Audicnce,who come to our Play- 
houfes only.to laugh, and who laugh 
at any thing, and very often! without. 
knowing why. Our Plays are fre- 
quently acted before fuch People,and 
it our Jefts were not fuited to. their: 
corrupt Minds, our Theatres would 
be almoft every Day empty. 4am 
forry.({aid 1) that you have dlmoft 
left off acting your old Pieces. They. 
were well approved of by the Inge- 
nious,as containing many good things 
of great Service to the Publick ; -“ 





I dare fay, that the Srage was then a 
Place where Vice was fo efiectuaily 
cenfur'd, that even young Pcrfons 
found themfcives neceifitated to em- 
brace Vertue, meerly out of Reafon. 
Sir (faid the) fhould we act none but 
our old Comedies, our Stage would 
be little reforted to, and the Adctors 
mult ftarve , notwithitanding the 
fprightly Turns of Wit yon os of. 
Befides,Players are at 4 great “barge 
aud we act with no lefs Defign tor 
the Entertainment of the People ; 
and therefore they muft be adapted 
to the Humour of the ‘Town, in or- 
der to draw ina full Audience; for 
if our Plays fhould only contain in- 
a and exquilite Thoughts, 
the Comedians would be undofte by 
them, and they would be no more a 
Diverfion to young Perfons,of whom 
our Houfes are two thirds. She had 
fcarce made an end of this ingenuous 
Contetlion, but the was fent for to 

erforma Part, which fhe told me 
twas Intereft not Choice that called 
her out to the bold Performance. By 
this fhort Intercourfe | had with the 
AGtrefs, L find that there are Men 
of feveral Employs who do thofe 
things tor Gain, which their Nature 
abhor, 





This Evening received a Letter 
from a Gentleman who I believe in- 
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tends ina fhort Time to commence 
Author, There are fo many Turns 
of Witto be feen in his KE piftle, that 
| have thought fit to publifh it for a 
Specimen. 


STR, 


. AT the firft coming out of your 
. VISIONS, you had now and 
then mix'd in your Work very cu- 
rious Notions, but now I fee your 
* ftovk of Flowers is exhaulted ; they 
* are all gathered and prefenrcd to 
* the Publick, One would think that 
‘ in fuch a Place as London there are 
* fo many new Entertainments to be 
* met with, and it is  cafy a Task 
* to divert with Variety,that I can't 
* help telling you,unlefs you become 
* more Polite in your W riting, none 
will perufe your Works, you mutt 
* lay down upon Neceility. 


Iam, &e, 


Were fuch a Perfon as this to fet 
up a Paper,I am perfwaded he would 
interfperfe fo many Beauties with his 
Errors, that like the lovely Charms 
of Vertue in a deform’d Virgin, the 
Finenefs of his Thoughts would be 
fo admirable, that all would forbear 
to cenfure the Vanity of his Am- 
bition. 
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